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October 28,2022 AKROM CITY COUNCIL (A~ O

Offered by: COUNCILWOMAN MOSLEY 4Jifi BN

ORDINANCE NO. QY9 -2022 amending and enacting Title 13, Chapter 136
“Offenses Against Justice and Administration,” Article 4 “Election Interference,” Section 136.30
“Definitions,” 136.31 “Election interference,” and 136.32 “Mandatory minimum for harassment,
intimidation, or abuse of an election official” to provide greater protection for election officials
from harassment and intimidation; and declaring an emergency.

WHEREAS, in recent years, election officials, election staff, and poll workers have faced
increased threats, abuse, and harassment; and

WHEREAS, this abuse creates a situation where fewer people may be willing to serve as
election officials; and

WHEREAS, our Country’s democratic process requires the hard work of honest,
unimpeachable election officials; and

WHEREAS, creating a local election interference ordinance and establishing a mandatory
minimum for criminal offenses designed to harass, intimidate, or abuse election officials for their
work on our democratic process will help protect these workers and ensure people are still willing
to perform these essential functions.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED by the Council of the City of Akron:

Section 1. That Title 13, Chapter 136 “Offenses Against Justice and Administration,”
Article 4 be amended to read:

Article 4. — Election InterferenceReserved

Section 2. That Title 13, Chapter 136 “Offenses Against Justice and Administration,”
Atrticle 4 “Election Interference,” Section 136.30 “Definitions” be amended to read:

136.30 — Definitions-Reserved.

A. All terms in this article not defined elsewhere in the Akron City Code shall be
construed as defined in Title XXXV of the Ohio Revised Code.

B. Nothing in this Article shall be construed to prohibit a person from voting if otherwise
legally permitted to do so.



Section 3. That Title 13, Chapter 136 “Offenses Against Justice and Administration,”

Article 4 “Election Interference,” Section 136.31 “Election interference” be amended to read:

136.31 — Election interference-Reserved.

A.

No person shall do any of the following:

1. By force, fraud, or other improper means, obtain or attempt to obtain
possession of the ballots, ballot boxes, or pollbooks;

2. Recklessly destroy any property used in the conduct of elections;

3. Attempt to intimidate an election official, or prevent an election official from
performing the official’s duties;

4. Knowingly tear down, remove, or destroy any of the registration lists or
sample ballots furnished by the board of elections at the polling place;

- Loiter in or about a registration or polling place during registration or the
casting and counting of ballots so as to hinder, delay, or interfere with the
conduct of the registration or election;

6. Remove from the voting place the pencils, cards of instruction, supplies, or
other conveniences furnished to enable the voter to mark the voter’s ballot.

Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to prohibit acts expressly permitted by
Title XXXV of the Ohio Revised Code or otherwise permitted by law.

Whoever violates part (A)(1) or (A)(2) of this ordinance shall be charged under the
applicable Ohio Revised Code section.

Whoever violates part (A)(3), (4), (5), or (6) of this ordinance is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree.

Section 4. That Title 13, Chapter 136 “Offenses Against Justice and Administration,”

Article 4 “Election Interference,” Section 136.32 “Mandatory minimum for harassment,
intimidation, or abuse of an election official” be amended to read:

136.32 — Mandatory minimum for harassment, intimidation, or abuse of an election

A.

official Reserved.

Any person convicted of a violation of § 136.31(A)(3) shall receive a mandatory jail
sentence as described in part (C) of this ordinance.

Any person convicted of a violation of any criminal offense that constitutes a first- or
second-degree misdemeanor under the Akron Codified Ordinances shall receive a
mandatory jail sentence as described in part (C) of this ordinance if the person
knowingly or purposefully committed the offense to harass, intimidate, or abuse an

o



election official in relation to the performance of the election official’s official duties
or responsibilities regarding any past, present, or future election.

C. Any person convicted of an offense covered by parts (A) and (B) of this ordinance
shall receive a mandatory jail sentence of at least three (3) days, which shall not be
suspended and during which mandatory minimum jail term the defendant shall not
be eligible for any form of early release, house arrest, or work release.

1. The mandatory minimum shall be served consecutively for each eligible
offense unless the eligible offenses were committed in the same course-of-
conduct against the same election official.

5 The mandatory minimum may be reduced for time served in jail prior to
sentencing. A day of time served credit may not be used to reduce multiple
mandatory minimum sentences.

D. Nothing in this ordinance shall preclude charging a person suspected of violating an
offense herein with a felony if appropriate under state law.

Section 5. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure
necessary for the immediate preservation of public peace, health, safety and welfare for the reason
that it is immediately necessary to protect election officials in the performance of their duties, and
provided this ordinance receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members elected or
appointed to Council, it shall take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval
by the Mayor; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force at the earliest time allowed by law.

Passed @[‘_‘)\’O\QM ) , 2022
AN NALAAN O

Clerk of Council

Approved / '/ / , 2022

MAYOR



Akron City Council - Uniform Council Report (UCR)

PART | — General Information

Subject of Requested Legislation:
Poll Worker Harassment

Department/Division: Council/Elected

Requestor: Councilwoman Mosley Phone/Ext: 2256

If applicable, previous legislation on this subject (reference by ordinance/resolution number):

Purpose/ObJectlve of Legislation:

workers by prohlbltmq the klnds of harassment that could serve as a deterrent to reS|dents serving durlng

elections.

PART Il — Financial Information

Does this Legislation directly involve the expenditure of funds? [JYES NO
Was this expenditure budgeted for in the current operating budget? [1YES NO

If “YES,” describe how the budgeted amount for the project compares to the actual or estimated costs:

City Expenditures City Receipts
Budgeted Costs Estimate of Costs City Receipt of Funds
Amount: Amount: Amount:
Fund: Fund: Fund:
Org: Org: Org:
Acct: Acct: Acct:
Amount: Amount: Other Consideration
Fund: Fund:
Org: Org:
Acct: Acct:
Total expenditure (if applicable): $ Total receipts (if applicable): $

PART Ill - DETAILED INFORMATION:

Attach detailed information/documentation, as described in UCR Instruction Sheet.

Akron City Council Council Rule 6.7 - Uniform Report Form Effective: January 2020
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Summary of Ordinance No. 292-2022 passed by Akron City Council October 31, 2022
amending and enacting Title 13, Chapter 136 “Offenses Against Justice and Administration,”
Article 4 “Election Interference,” Section 136.30 “Definitions,” 136.31 “Election interference,”
and 136.32 “Mandatory minimum for harassment, intimidation, or abuse of an election official”
to provide greater protection for election officials from harassment and intimidation; and
declaring an emergency.

By: Sara Biviano, Clerk of Council
This summary is being published pursuant to Section 38 of the City Charter. The complete text

of this legislation is available in the office of the Clerk of Council.

*posted on Akron City Council website 11/1/22 through 11/16/22



